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over, in the National Socialist Pan-German view1 the
Dutch, whose independence of the Holy Roman
Empire was only recognized by the humiliating Treaty
of Westphalia, are Low Germans who will have to be
reclaimed; so far back as 1802 the Pan-German
prophet, Ernst Moritz Arndt, had written: "Bis heute
ist Holland die schreienste Verletzung von Deutsch-
land's Naturgrenze." a Pre-war Germany made the
impression 3 of taking a very great interest in Holland,
both on account of the mouths of the Rhine and on
account of the qualities of Dutch seamanship; the
Nazi successors of William II, whatever they may say,
may be relied upon not to have discarded any useful
Wilhelminian ambition, least of all one capable of
racial justification. Belgium, and for that matter
Luxembourg too, is regarded as inconsistent with the
Zeitgeist of the twentieth century and the future on
account of its bilingual character, and the Flemings,
like the Dutch, can always be regarded as Germans to
be reclaimed in due course. It is interesting that
elections in both Holland and Belgium, as in Finland,
after the German march into Prague, showed a re-
action against National Socialist influences, and the
Walloon-Fleming situation in Belgium seems to have
improved.
Although Switzerland, unlike the Netherland coun-
tries, is innocent of a colonial empire, the problem of
1 See for pre-war Pan-German claims to Holland the dispatch from the
British Consul-General in Munich to Sir E. Grey referred to above, Chapter 13,
p. 89, note i.
* Ernst Moritz Amdt, Germanien md Ixtropa, 1802, p. 337.
8 See Sir F. Bertie's Memorandum of Nov. 9th, 1901; in Great Britain:
Foreign Office, British Documents on fbe Origins of the War, edited by G. P.
Gooch and H. W. V. Temperley. Vol. ii.